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2. Legal requirements

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted by the United Nation
s General Assembly on December 13, 2006, and entered into force on May 3, 2008. Japan's th
en Minister of Foreign Affairs, Masahiko Takamura, signed the Convention on September 28,
2007, and deposited the instrument of ratification on January 20, 2014. The Convention ente
red into force for Japan on February 19, 2014. According to Article 24 of the Convention on t
he Rights of Persons with Disabilities, an “inclusive education system” means a system where
people with disabilities and people without disabilities learn together with the aim of strength
ening respect for human diversity, enabling persons with disabilities to develop their mental a
nd physical abilities to the maximum extent possible, and to participate effectively in a free so
ciety. Furthermore, it says it describes the necessity that persons with disabilities are not excl

uded from the "general education system," that they are given opportunities for primary and s
econdary education in the areas in which they live, and that they are provided with the "reaso

nable accommodations" they need.
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3. Definition of special educational needs

The number of students our schools can accept is determined by the size of the school and th
e number of teachers. For this reason, we hold entrance examinations for primary, secondary

and high school students. During the admissions process, academic tests and interviews are u
sed to assess aptitude and willingness to enroll. Based on this result, in response to the requir
ements set out in Article 24 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, teac
hers discuss whether the necessary opportunities and reasonable accommodation can be mad

e for all students accepted. Some of our students have special needs - academic, linguistic, soc
1al, cultural, physical, and emotional - and we are committed to helping them succeed. These
special needs may include:

« Specific Learning Disabilities

- Difficulties with language and communication

- Difficulties adapting to social and cultural backgrounds

- Emotional Impairments

* Physical Impairments

+ Autism Spectrum Disorders

- Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder

+ Cognitive Impairments
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4. Provided Support and Services

When a student with some support needs is admitted to our school, it may be with the unders
tanding of the parents, student and school of the characteristics of the student prior to admiss
ion, or it may become apparent after admission that the student requires special support. If, a
s in the case of the former, there is already an understanding on both sides, this can be dealt
with smoothly. The class teacher will meet with the parents and student to discuss the approp
riate response. In such cases, the school nurse will often work with them to develop a respons
e. In the latter case, however, it is often difficult to have a meeting with parents and students
about special needs. We inform parents of the student's manifestations as facts and suggest w
ays in which this can be addressed. The parents' understanding is necessary in order to establi
sh a working relationship with the professional bodies. This requires careful explanation not o
nly by the classroom teacher, but also by the school administration and the school nurse. If pa
rents do not accept the school's proposals, the classroom teacher or subject teachers have to d
o all they can to support them.

The special needs are addressed through the following programs and services:

+ School nurse teachers

- Assistant homeroom teachers

- Educational Counselors

- English as a Second Language Support

- ICT support (visual materials, translation functions, camera functions)

+ Public special needs services in the resource room



Students with special needs are provided with access to the curriculum in the least restrictive
environment. In most cases, however, the curriculum is delivered in a normal, integrated class
room setting with a comprehensive approach by the class teacher and specialist. The teacher
and specialist assess the students, identify their individual needs and provide any special servi
ces or materials required. Teachers collect and analyze data, monitor progress, and set and up

date goals with students and parents.
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